259.   MOTES

'ALWAR ATROCITIES*

What has been known as "Alwar atrocities" came before the
Congress Working Committee that met in Calcutta, in the form of
a motion by Sjt. Jamnalal Bajaj for the appointment of a com-
mittee of inquiry. Now it has been long a tradition of the Congress
not to interfere in the internal affairs of Indian States. The mem-
bers of the Committee felt that it was a healthy tradition which it
would be unwise to break. Sjt. Jamnalalji then did not press his
motion. I told him, however, that I should discuss the question
in these pages and give my reasons for my personal opinion that
the Congress should not interfere in the internal administration
of the Indian States. This may, if one chooses to put it so, be
regarded as a virtue of necessity or a matter of policy. It is both
and perhaps a little more. It must be frankly admitted that the
Congress possesses no authority for enforcing its will in Indian States
even to the extent it does in British India proper. Prudence,
therefore,r dictates inaction where action would be waste of effort,
if not folly. But if inaction is prudential, it is also benevolent. The
Congress seeks not to embarrass the States, it desires to help them.
It does not wish to destroy them, it wishes to reform them. And
this the Congress for the moment does by abstention as an earnest
of its goodwill.

But abstention by the Congress does not mean absence of effort
on the part of Congressmen. Those who have any relation with
the States will no doubt use their influence. The local committes
can help and guide the distressed people so long as they do not
come in clash with authority. Nor does the Congress regulate or
control the action of individual Congressmen. But when they
take action, they do so not as Congressmen. The position of the
Congress must not,be compromised*

May the subjects of Indian States then expect no relief from
the Congress which claims to be a national institution? I fear the
answer must be partly in the negative. They may not expect any
direct assistance. But indirect assistance they do get. For, to the
measure that the Congress becomes powerful and efficient, to that
measure also is levelled up the condition of the subjects of the
Indian. States, The moral pressure of the Congress must be felt all
over tlje Ian4 either directly or indirectly, I hope, therefore, the